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In developing good policy, randomised trials are generally recognised as the gold standard. For 
example, randomised trials on early childhood interventions (eg. Perry Preschool,  Abecdarian Project) 

are the basis upon which many have argued that we should invest more in that area. However, Australia 
does virtually no randomised policy trials. Carrying out more randomised trials would help Australian 

policymakers solve our thorniest policy problems. With the life expectancy gap between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Australians stubbornly failing to close, it is clear that many of our policies have not 

worked. 
  

Andrew Leigh, Economics Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Australian National University, March 2008 

Eidos Institute has established an Institute Gift Fund and an eminent Australian Research Committee to provide 
the administrative structure solely responsible for the determining how the monies (Eidos Institute surplus, 
Human Capital Gateway reinvested surplus, and philanthropic funding) held in the Fund are expended to 
deliver the Research Agenda. The purpose of the fund is to resource quality research and development on 
human capital, productivity and wellbeing to drive our understanding into reducing the growing gap within the 
knowledge economy. As Eidos Foundation Research Committee member, Prof. Andrew Leigh states “What is 
needed in tackling our toughest social problems is not more ideology, but an evidence-based attempt to find out 
what works and what does not. In the same way as we employ rigorous research methodologies to try to find 
a cure for cancer or AIDS, so we will the same with our most difficult policy challenge.” In its foundation phase, 
the Institute Fund will encourage randomised policy trials and large scale meta data anaylsis projects focusing on 
Indigenous and early years research development. 

INaugural Committee members

Emeritus Professor Colin Power: Deputy Director-General of UNESCO (1999- 2000) and Assistant Director-
General for Education (1989 to 1998).  Past President of the Australian Association of Research in Education 
and Past Vice-President of the Commonwealth Association of Science, Technology and Mathematics Educators, 
the International Council of Associations for Science Education, and the South Pacific Association for teacher 
Education. 

Dr Chris Sarra: Director, Institute for Indigenous Leadership in Education. Member, Australia Council and 
Australia Social Inclusion Board, Department of Prime Minister.

Dr Sharon Goldfeld: Senior Medical Advisor in child health in the Office for Children in the Victorian Department 
of Human Services and leads the national effort on headline indicators for children. She is also a consultant 
community paediatrician, specialising in developmental and behavioural paediatrics, and Senior Research Fellow 
at the Centre for Community Child Health in Melbourne.

Professor Ann Harding: Director, National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling; Professor of Applied 
Economics and Social Policy at the University of Canberra

Professor Peter Crossman: Assistant Under Treasurer and Government Statistician, Office of Economic and 
Statistical Research, Queensland Government.

Professor Stephen Bartoss: Director of the Allen Consulting Group and Professor of Governance at the University 
of Canberra.

Ms Jan Owen AM: Executive Director Social Ventures Australia, Board Member Inspire Foundation, Social Firms 
Australia and the Medical Knowledge Institute Advisory Group.

Professor Ian Anderson: Director of Onemda VicHealth Koori Health Unit and the Centre for Health and Society, 
as well as the Deputy Head of the School of Population Health at The University of Melbourne. He is also the 
Research Director of the Cooperative Research Centre for Aboriginal Health. 

Professor Perry Bartlett: Foundation Chair in Molecular Neuroscience, the University of Queensland; Director, 
Queensland Brain Institute; and, Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science. 

Associate Professor Andrew Leigh: Economics Program of the Research School of Social Sciences at the 
Australian National University.
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